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MISSION

The mission of Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Program in Forensic Psychology is to provide in-depth training that fosters the development of advanced skills as forensic psychological practitioners. Training occurs within the scientist-practitioner model, utilizing a mentor model as the primary vehicle for interactive transfer of skills and knowledge. Upon completion graduates will be well-positioned to independently deliver advanced forensic psychological services to criminal justice stakeholders both in the community at large and to the military community worldwide.

PHILOSOPHY

The Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Program in Forensic Psychology is committed to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center’s philosophy of providing high quality services to past, present and future warriors and to all those entrusted to our care. The Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Program is designed to promote consistent quality and excellence in education and training. The Program strives to provide the highest quality forensic education and consultation to the local, national and international consumers of forensic psychological services. 

	VALUES AND PRINCIPLES

The training mission of the program is accomplished through professional modeling and didactic instruction based on the best ethical practices of forensic psychology and through knowledge of the broad and developing science undergirding the rapidly expanding field. Education and training of sufficient depth and breadth will be provided to ensure advanced competency, technical expertise, and proficiency in the specialty practice area of forensic psychology. The program strives for excellence in the training, practice and advancement of forensic psychology.  

           ORGANIZATION

The Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Program in Forensic Psychology is part of the Department of Psychology at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center (WRNNMC). Joint didactic training is provided with faculty from the Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship. WRNNMC provides opportunities for collaboration with the accredited Psychology Internship Program and Post-Doctoral Neuropsychology Fellowship. 

        PROGRAM DESIGN

The comprehensive two-year program provides training and educational activities that are cumulative, graduated in complexity, and structured in terms of sequence, intensity, duration, and frequency. The faculty consists of highly qualified and experienced forensic psychologists. Trainees will develop proficiency in core competencies covering a wide range of forensic areas.

Forensic Evaluations/ Content Areas
· Evaluations on competency to stand trial, to be sentenced, to plead pro se, to waive the insanity defense, to confess and to be executed.
· Criminal responsibility evaluations.
· Violence risk assessments, sexual violence risk assessments, and spousal violence risk assessments.
· Evaluations for the civil commitment of the mentally ill.
· Sentencing/mitigation evaluations.
· Suicide risk assessments.
· Psychological autopsies.
· Fitness for duty evaluations.
· Personnel selection for high risk occupations. 
· Evaluations in capital cases including assessment of aggravating and mitigating factors.
· Provision of therapeutic services to detained/ incarcerated populations.
· Forensic research and consultation.
· Evaluation of malingering.
· Cultural competence in forensic assessment, treatment, and consultation.
· Develop and present forensic topics at case conferences and symposiums.
· Expert testimony on a wide range of forensic issues. 

Additional Forensic Knowledge Domains
· Ethics.
· Overview of the legal system.
· Principles of forensic assessment.
· History of forensic psychology.
· Landmark cases.
· Admissibility of expert testimony and scientific evidence.
· Military justice system practices and relevant laws and standards.
· Liability/immunity of expert witnesses. 
· Civil commitment of sexual predators. 
· Personal injury evaluations.
· Sexual harassment.
· Right to treatment and right to refuse treatment.
· Guardianship.
· Testamentary capacity
· Eyewitness testimony.
· Jury selection.
· Duty to warn/protect.
· Child custody and parenting.
· Malpractice.
· Legal parameters of juvenile justice.
· Discrimination and entitlement laws.

	AFFILIATIONS

The Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Program in Forensic Psychology has established memorandums of understanding with various neighboring institutions to provide additional specialized forensic training. 

· St. Elizabeths Hospital, Washington, D.C.
Opportunities to perform pretrial evaluations on competency to stand trial, criminal responsibility and risk assessments for civil commitment. Participation in treatment planning. Expert witness testimony
· FBI Behavioral Science Unit, National Center for the Analysis of Violent Crime, Quantico, VA
Consultations to ongoing investigations of various crimes, including. murder, sexual assault, child abduction. Participation in criminal profiling and crime scene analysis.

· National Security Agency, Fort Meade, MD
Personnel assessment for high-risk sensitive security positions.

· US Marshals Service, Arlington, VA
Specialized application of forensic psychology skills relevant to assessment and management of sex offenders.

· The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School, Charlottesville, VA
Attendance at a 3-4 week long course specializing in military criminal law.

· Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
Attendance at semester long course, Introduction to Criminal Law.

[image: NCR%20Logo%20compact]

Department of Psychology
Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center
FACULTY

The faculty is currently headed by a forensic psychologist who is board-certified through ABPP and the American Board of Forensic Psychology. Other faculty members include experts in forensic psychology, forensic psychiatry, and law enforcement officers with years of experience in the field, in military, and in civilian settings. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

The WRNNMC Postdoctoral Fellowship program in Forensic Psychology initiated service on 1 July 2007 and graduated its first fellow in 2009. The fellowship is a TWO-YEAR program and selection of candidates is limited to Active Duty Military psychologists. The fellowship is scheduled to begin on 1 July of each year, but allowance for later starts can be made on an individualized basis. 

The Postdoctoral Fellowship is currently in the process of being reviewed for accreditation through the American Psychological Association. Information about currently accredited specialty postdoctoral training programs can be found through that APA’s accreditation office at the following link.
apa.org/ed/accreditation/programs/specialty.aspx

LOCATION/POINT OF CONTACT:
The fellowship is currently located at the Center for Forensic Behavioral Sciences, 1777 North Kent Street, 10th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209.

Michael Sweda, PhD. (ABPP-Forensic)
Director, Forensic Psychology Fellowship 
703-588-1289    michael.sweda@us.army.mil
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